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13th annual Toys for Tots Drive on north shore railroad
We are overjoyed to report a 
very successful 13th year for the 
local US Marine Corp Reserve 
Toys for Tots drive on the North 
Shore Railroad. This year’s drive 
brought in more than $3,000 
in donations and 750 toys!  

Saturday, December 3rd, North 
America Railcar Operators 
Association (NARCOA) and 
Central PA Excursions ran 
about 20 small, privately-owned, 
vintage, hi-rail inspection 
vehicles (or “speeders”) from 
Northumberland to Berwick. 
Along the way, the speed-
ers stopped to collect dona-
tions for the Marine Corps 

Toys for Tots program. 

The speeder were be deco-
rated for the holidays and dis-
tinguished guest, Pennsylvania 
State Representative Lynda 
Schlegel-Culver judged the 
best decorated speeder. 

The success of this event wouldn’t 
be possible without the efforts 
of Larry Maynard from Central 
PA Excursions and NARCOA. 

A huge THANK YOU to all of the 
wonderful people who contrib-
uted to this worthy cause, making 
many children’s Christmas a lot 
brighter this year. Thank you!!!

AgChoice Farm Credit’s 
Susquehanna Valley Branch 
hosted the second annual 
Taste of the Valley event 
on Sunday, October 16 at 
Whispering Oaks Winery 
& Vineyard, Sunbury, rais-
ing $3,017 for the Central 
Pennsylvania Food Bank. 
Under the leadership of Loan 
Officer Sharon Piccioni, this 
year’s Taste of the Valley 
provided 150 patrons with 
samples of local food and 
beverages from the area’s top 
farms, wineries, breweries 
and restaurants. Guests also 
participated in a Chinese auc-

tion for an opportunity to win 
baskets brimming with local 
products from area purveyors. 
Event proceeds benefitted the 
Central Pennsylvania Food 
Bank, an organization that 
serves 27 counties, including 
Snyder, Union, Lycoming, 
Northumberland, Montour 
and Columbia. Money raised 
will support the Food Bank’s 
mission of fighting hunger, 
improving lives and strength-
ening communities for the 
more than 65,000 people it 
serves every week. “We love 
hosting this event for the 
local communities we serve,” 

explained Piccioni. “Each year, 
we look forward to our ven-
dors’ delicious food and drink 
samples and our joint mission 
of supporting the Central 
Pennsylvania Food Bank.”
AgChoice Farm Credit’s 
Susquehanna Valley branch 
extends a special thank you 
to all of this year’s Taste of 
the Valley vendors, spon-
sors and basket donors.
• Balascik’s Meats
• Benigna’s Creek
Vineyard & Winery
• Buffalo Valley Produce
• Civil War Cider
• Dries Orchard

• Emma’s Food for Life
• Feast of Flavor
• Heimbach’s Country Store
• Heimbach’s Bakery
• Hilsher’s General Store
• Mountain View Greenhouse
• Owens Farm
• Red Coat Catering
• Sensational Sweets
• Shade Mountain Winery
• Snyder County Produce
• Spyglass Ridge Winery
• Stauffer’s Butcher Shop
• That Kitchen Witch
• Tulpehocken Mountain

Spring Water
• Weaver’s Farm

Market & Bakery
• Weis Markets
• Whispering Oaks

Vineyard & Winery
AgChoice Farm Credit’s 
Susquehanna Valley branch 
office is located in Lewisburg, 
Pa. and services more than 
$228.6 million in total loan 
volume for agricultural, 
forest products and rural 
customers in Columbia, 
Clinton, Luzerne, Lycoming, 
Montour, Northumberland, 
Snyder and Union counties in 
Pennsylvania. To learn more 
about AgChoice Farm Credit 
and its financial programs, 
visit www.agchoice.com.

Contact:  Carrie Bomgardner, 
717-796-9372 ext. 6019; cbom-
gardner@agchoice.com 

L to R: Shawn Frantz, Sharon Piccioni, AgChoice Farm Credit; Jamie Caputa, Central Pennsylvania Food Bank; Tiffany 
Wertman, Erin Bingaman and Ashley Wenrich, AgChoice Farm Credit

second annual Taste of the valley event raises More than 
$3,000 for the central Pennsylvania Food Bank
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